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1 Tim. l. xv. 


This 15 a faithful Saying, and worthy 
of all Acceptation, that Chriſt 
| Feſus came into the World, to ſave 


Sinners, —— 


N my laſt Le&ure upon theſe Words, I endea- 
voured to ſhew the Credibility of this Sayzmg 
recommended by St. Paul, from the Excel- 
lency of that Pattern, which the Chriſtian In- 

ſtitution propoſeth to us, in the Life of our bleſſed 
Saviour, this being one Part of that Method, - in 
which Chri#t Feſus ſaveth Simners , Viz. That he 
did not only inſtruc us in the Particulars of our 
Duty by his Do&rine, but moreover hath left us 
an Example for our Imitation. h 

In treating on this Argument, I obſerved, 

Erſi, That the very Manner of our Saviour's 
Appearing and Dwelling upon Earth, the Exter- 
nal Condition and Circumſtances of his Life,whilſt 
he ſojourned among{tus, were very inftructive and / 
examplary to us. 

Secondly, That the Manner of our Saviour's De- 
meanor 1n theſe Circumſtances, his Moral Qualifi- 
cations and Actions, did in an eſpecial manner ex- 
emplifie to us thoſe Virtues which we are concern'd 
to imitate. Under this Head, I obſerv'd, : 

' That 


The Life of Jeſus 


That the Life of our Saviour: was truly Humane, 
every way ſuited to the Conditien of Humane Na: 
ture, as it was of God's Creation, and conſequently 
fit to be propoſed to us as'our Patters. ; 


ix. That it was-a: Life perfe&tly. Innocent and In- 
| offenſive. - | 
ill. That it was Remarkable, for an unuſual Conjun- 


&ion of the greateſt- Simplicity and Integrity, with 
an exact Prudence, Thus far I have proceeded, and 
now go on to what remains, v1z, to enumerate dis 
verſe other Moral Qualifications, which . were ex- 
emplified to us in an Eminentand Conſpicuous Man- 
ner, in the ſame Life, ſuch as theſe following ; a 
genuine and ſubſtantial Piety ; a large and difinter- 
eſted Charity; a ſpotleſs Purity ; a profound Humi- 
lity ; an unparallel'd Meekneſs, Gentleneſs, and Pa- 
tience ; and laſtly, a true and ſedate Courage,accom- 
panied with an unſhaken Reſolution and Conſtancy 
of Mind. The Conſideration of each of theſe will 

be the Buſineſs of the preſent Le&uare. 
IV. In the Life of our Lleffed Saviour we have an Ex- 
ample of 'a genuine and ſubſtantial Piety, by which 
I mean a great Senſe of,and Regard to Almighty God, 
teſtified by all ſtich Exprefſions, as are ſuitable to the 
Nature of God, and the Relation between God and 

Man. 

Joh.16.28; Thms- for Inſtance, as tie ever profeſs'd'that he came 
chap. 4-34» from God, and: was ſent by him ; -1{o he conſtantly ac- 
knowledged God in all his Ways, aſſuming nothing 
to himſelf, but as derived from,-anddepending upon 
Joh. 5. 19, the Father. He declared,that the $5: could do nothing 
E* of himfelf;, but what be ſaw the Father do. He aſcrib'd 
both his Dodtrine and his Works to the Father. The 
Job.14.10. Words that I ſpeak, #nto you (faith he) I ſpeak not of 
my , 
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an Example of Fiety. = 
my ſelf : but the Father, that dwelleth in, me, he doth the 
Works. Upon the returnof the Diſciples, whom he had 
ſent abroad, and their giving him an Account of their 
Succeſs, he aſcribed it all to God, ſaying, All things are, 
delivered to me of my Father ;, joining to this Acknow- ,,, 
ledement,as his Cuſtom was upon other the like Occati- 
ons,a pious and devout Ejaculation to God,lifting np his 
Eyes to Heaven, and owning the wiſdom and Goodneſs 
of God, in the Diſpenſations of his Providence, for fo 
the Evangeliſt there tells us,that Feſ#5 rejoyced in Spirit, 
and ſaid, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of Heaven and 
Earth, that thou haſt hid theſe things from the Wiſe and 
Prudent, and haſt revealed them anto Babes ; even ſo Fa- 
ther, for it ſo ſeemed good in thy ſeght. | 
As he diſcovered a deep Senſe of God upon his Mind, 

by ſuch occaſional Devotions, ſo he had alſo his Seaſons 
of addreſſing himſelf to his Father in more ſolemn 
Manner, both publickly and privately. He. attended j., .. 
the Publick Worſhip of God in the Temple upon all :3, 14. 
ſolemn Occaſions z and his Caſtom was to frequent the 4: 5: *: 
Synagogue on the Sabbath-Days. He frequently re- IIS 
tired by himſelf, for the Exerciſe of a more ſecret De: Luk: 4-15. 
vation,between God and his own Soul. Thus we often 
read of his withdrawing into 2 Mountain, or his going 
apart into ſome deſart Place, to pray ; which he no to OS 

o either 5 a Morning, riſing up 4 great while before Day ; Mark 1.35. 
or in «n Evening, after he had ſpent the Day in Works 51: © 45 
of Charity, continuing ſometimes « great part, ſome- Lukes. 12. 
times the whole of the Night, in theſe Exerciſes. Very 
remarkable Inſtances we have of his Devotion, both 
in his folemn Prayer recorded by St. John, full of-the John 17. 
moſt pious and devout Acknowledgments of God, and 
alfo in his Agony in the Garden, and during his ſuffer- var.25.35, 
ingon the Croſs, when he applyed himſelf with the 5+ ++: 
utmoſt intenſeneſs and fervency of Spirit to his hea- 46, 5c. 
; venly 
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Jchn 4.21. 


venly Father, +in the time of his greateſt Diſtreſs, 

He always expreſt a very great Regard to whatſo. 
ever was any way related to God. His Word he ever 
mentioned with the higheſt Reſpet. Thenk not, ſays 
he, that I am come #0 deſtroy the Law or the Prophets : I 
am not come to deſtroy, but to fulfil, For verily I ſay unto 
you, Till Heaven and Earthpaſs, one jot or one tittle ſhall. 
5n no wiſe paſs from the Law, till. all be fulfilled His 
Cuſtom was to cite the Scriptures upon all Occaſions, 
Loth for his own Dire&ion and Support, and for the 
convincing and confuting his Adverſaries z and the 
Application he made of them was always ſo appolite, ſo. 
cloſe, and ſo clear, that his Adverſaries had nothing to 
reply, as might be made evident in abundance of In- 
ftances. '* | 

In like manner,he often expreſt his Regard to the Ten: 
ple, as to God's Houſe, and altho' he told the Womarr 
of Samaria, that the Worfhip of God was not to-be 
long confined to that, or any other particular Place, yer 
whilſt it was employed by God's. Appointment in his 
Service, he not only attended it conſtantly himſelf, but 


-ypon two fevera} Occaſions, expreſt a very extraordi- 


fohn 2.16, 
17. 
Matth. 27, 


12, 13- 


iuke 2:39, 


Mat. g, 25. 


Gal. 4 4 


nary Zeal againſt the Prophaners of it, rebuking them: 
vehemently for turning ##s- father's Houſe, which: had 
been appointed by him for an Houſe of prayer, into av 
Houſe of Merchand:ze, and a Den of Thieves. 

All the Infl:#ations of God were likewiſe Sacred to 
him. As in his ftate of Infancy, af. things relating to- 
him were, by the Piety of Faſeph and Mary, performed 
according to the Laro of the Lord; ſo when he was grown 
up to Man's Eftate, he did for himſelf fulfil aff Kighte: 
oufneſs. For as much as John's Baptsſm was from Heaven, 
he freely offered himfelf to be baptized by him, —_ 
(as St. John intimates) he was far from needing it. He- 
was made under the Law, and therefore readily _ 

[4-10 
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an Example of Piet. 
t2d to it. He attended at-the ſeveral Feſtivals, accor- 
ding to its Appointment; he eat the Paſſover with 
| his Ditciples z he obſerved-the Sabbath, the not with 
a Phariſaical Superſtition, yet according to the True 2 
Deiign of the Inſtitution ; he admoniſhed thoſe whom 'S 
he healed of the Leproſie to offer the Gifts which MolcsS mych g. 4. 3 
commanded. © He attended ar the Synagogue-Service, aC- Luke 5-14. 
cording to the Dire&ion of the Governours of the Jew- 
iſh Church, and the laudable Pracice of the Nation. 

He ever maintained a firm Faith and Truſt in God, 
(one of the chief Inſtances of a Solid Piety, and the 
Rovt of all other Virtues.) Not to mention his Mira- 
culous Works, which were all wrought by Faith 1n the gg... .. 
ower of the Almighty 3; his whole Life, from the be- Jn :. 
girning to the end, was ſpent 1n a conſtant Dependence *': **: 
upon a ſpecial Providence, eſpecially during the time of 
his Publick Miniſtry, when he went about doing the 
Work which was appointed him, and committing him- 
ſelf entirely to the Care of him who had fent him. 
it may ſeem too ſmall an Inſtance to infiſt upon, that 
of his Unconcernedneſs 1n a Storm, - when the Velle! ,,,. + 
he was in was covered with the Waves, and. his Difct- 
ples apprehended themſelves in danger of per:ſumg ; 
ſeeing he reproves his Diſciples, as havinz but zttle 
Faith upon that Occation-—We have indeed far higher 
Inſtances of his Faith in God,under much greater Triais, 
both when his Sufferings were approaching, and when 
he was aQually under them. When his Diſcipies dif- | 
covered their unwillingneſs to go into Faaea, as appre- John 17. 
hending the Danger he would be expoſeJ to there, he *: 5 *©- 
tells them what was the Principleupon which heated 
Are there not (ſays he) twelve Hours in the Day ? If any 
Man walk iu the Day, he ftumbleth not, becauſe he ſees 
the Light of this World, &c. As if he had ſaid, What- 
ſoever dangers might-threaten him,he could fafely com- . 
mit 
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6 The Life of Jeſus 
mit himſelf- to the Divine ProteRion, which would. 
certainly preſerve him till hehad finiſhed his Work. In 
his Diſcourſe with his Diſciples, alittle before he was 
apprehended, as he gives many Inſtances of his Faith, 

Joh.15 32. ſo particularly in thoſe Words, Behold, the Hour cometh, 

yea, is now come, when ye ſhall leave me alone; yet 1 am. 
not alon?, becauſe the Father is with me, When his E- 
nemies had ſeized him, and upon that occaſion Petey 
drew his Sword, our Lord rebuked his irregular Zeal, 
by declaring his belief, that he could have obtained an 
Matth. 26: Army of Angels-to reſcue him, had it been a thing ft 
53-54 forhim to ask, or for God to grant. When he hung 
.upon the Croſs, he comforted the Penitent Thief, by 
Luk.23 43. aſſuring him, that he ſhould be that Day with him in Pa- 
radiſe. In the midſt of his molt grievous and pathe- 
tical Complaint, he till gave evidence of his Faith, by 

Mat.27.45. calling God his God twice in the fame Breath ; and pre- 

ſently after expir'd,. with an Expreſſion full of Truſt 

Luk 23 45. in God, ſaying, Father, into thy Hands. I commend my 

Sp1rit, 
Tk Virtue of this Faith, he always made the Glory of 
God hisgreat End. He could truly profeſs to the Jews, 

131, -- 18, that he ſought not his own Glory 5 but the Glory of himthat- 

ch.3.45:30. ſent him ; which he did both living and dying ; -and 

therefore could ſay to his Father, when” he was going 
7oh-17.1,4. to offer himſelf upon the Croſs, Father, the Hour is 
come; glorifie thy Son, that thy Son alſo may glorifie Thee. 
1 have glorified thee on Earth, I have finiſhed the Work 

which thou gaveſt me to do. 
This indeed is the true Way of glorifying GoJ, by. 
yielding, as our Sayiour had done, a ready, a diligent, 

Toh. 8. 29. and a conſtant Obedience to his Will, He always did. 

4 thoſe things, which pleaſed God, and this, not as we are 

t to-do, with ReluQancy z No, it was his Meat, 
Jo" 4.34 the pleaſure of his Life, to do the Will of God, and to 
" "= ; funiſh 
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an Example of Piety. 7 
- finiſb bis Work, Nor was his Diligence lefs retnarkable 
than his Willingneſs. In the Day-t4me he was teaching -»*< 21> 
in the Temple, whither the People came early in the Mor-*"* 
ning to hear him, and he uſually ſpent the whole Day, 
either in inſtructing the Minds, or healing the Bodies 
of Men. | 

Nor did he teftifie his Piety only by Doing ; bur, 
which is yet more difhcult, . by ſubmitt.ng in ail Caſes 
to the V Vill of his heavenly Father. His coming into 
the VVorld, his appearing in fſach mean Circum- 
ſtances, eſpecially his {ufteripg ſo many hard things 
both livingand dying, were ſufficient Evidences of an 
entire Reſignation of his own VVill to the VVill of 
God. VVhcn he ſpake of his approaching Suffterings, 
Now (faith he) 7s my Soul troubled, and what ſpall [ fay ? Town 1:, 
Father, ſave me from this Hony : But for this Cauſe came *7> 33: 
I to this Flour. "Father , glorife thy Name, How full 
of devout Submiſtion was his Prayer in his Agony, 
when his Soul was ſeized with amazement and anguiſh, 14:33» 
when it was exceea:ng ſorrowfus, even unto Death, when chi 
the anguiſh of his Spirit cauſed him to ſweat as it were 
great Drops of Blood failing down to the Ground, when he Luk. 22.44. 
had all the Senſe of, and felt all the ReluQancy to his 
Sufferings, which innocent Humane Nature was capa- 
ble of, falling on his face, and ſaying, O my father, if it Mat.:6.39. 
_ be poſſible, let this Cup paſs from me z nevertheleſs not as 1 
will, but a5 thou wilt, repeating the ſame Words a ſecond, 
and a third time ! The fame reſigned Temper he again 
teſtified to Peter, when he ſaid, The Cup which my fa- Joh.18.r. 
ther bath given me, ſhall I not drink #t ? . 

And hereby all the Relucancy of his Humane Na- 
ture 1s juſtified, as perfe&ly innocent and blameleſs : 
{ince as 1t was no more than what was truly Natural 
and Humane, fo it was accompanied with an entire 
Reſignation to the Divine Will, For tits is all thac 
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The Life if Jeſus 
God doth or can require of a Creature, not to defire, 
not to be fond of Sufferings, nay,not to be inſenſible of 
them, or unafected with them ; but 1f it. be his will 
to inflict them, willingly to ſubmit to, and acqui- 
elce 1n its diſpoſal, 'Tis this indeed which ren- 
. ders Snbmifſion a Virtue, that in exerciſing 1t, our 
wills are reſigned to God's 3 and it was this, which 
exceedingly inhanced the Virtue of our Saviour's 
Submiſhon, that he appears to have had ſo quick and& 
tender a Senſe both of his approaching and preſent 
Sufferings, and yet ſubmitted. His Nature recoyled, 
but did not rebel. His Will, if it had been fit, 
would have choſen otherwiſe z but not being fo, it. 
yieided. 
To conclude this Head 5 Our Saviour's Piety appear- 
ed, in his making it his Baſineſs to excite the ſane 
Diſpoſition in others, This. was the Deltign of his 
Publick Preaching, and of lis more private Conver- 
tation, to inſtru&t Men in the Knowledge of God and 
tis Will, and to perfwade them to a fuitable Practice 
to which purpoſe he laid hold of every Oportunity and 
T6h. 4.10. Occaſion of diſconrſing to thoſe that were with him, . 
&2p5. 27-0n Divine and Spiritual SubjeRs, as will appear 11 
11, 42. abundance of Inſtances to any one who-carefully per- 
eh, 11. 27. uſes the Evangeliſts; ſuch a ſenſe had he of God 
_ 17. 72 and Divine Things upon his Mind, that oat of the abuts 

' * dance of his Heart, his Mouth was always thus ſpeaks 


— 


ing. 

V. There was further exemplified to us, in the Life of 
our bleſfed Saviour, a large and dilintereſted Cha- 
rity. 


His Piety and Charity were in Truth ſo intermix- 
c£d,*that the very ſameInſtances may be very often pro- 
duced for both, he having made, as we ſhould do, his 
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and the Acts of his Obediencebeing for the moſt part 
ſo many Inſtances of Beneficence alſo. 
Charity was the Motive ; and the Exerciſe of it, 


Love to Men the Effect and. Proof of his Love to God, 


the great Deſign of his coming into the World. Thu 


4 that faithful Saying, recorded in our Text , that 
Chriſt Feſus came mito the World to ſave Sinners. And 
whilſt he was in the World, his Luſineſs was, to go 
about doing good, It was his daily Employment, through- 
out the Courſe of his Publick Miniſtry, to do good to 
the Souls and Bodies of Men. Thus the Evangeliſt 
tells us, Jeſus went about all the Cities and Villages, 
teaching 4n their Synagogues, and preaching the Goſpel of 
the Kingdom, and bealing every Sickneſs, and every Di/- 
eaſe among the People, © 

He ſpent his time, as appears by the Account the 
Evangeliſts give us throughout theif Hiſtory, in inſtru- 
ing the Ignorant, reproving the Guilty , inviting 
Sinners to Repentance, encouraging the Penitent, and 


Ats10.39. 


at. 9.35. : 


reſtoring Health and Strength to the Difeaſed and . 


 Infirm. 
I mention the Cures he wrought, becaule it is im- 


poſiible to repreſent the Life of our Saviour truly, . 


without takinz Notice of thoſe Actioris, which fil- 
led up ſo conliderable a part of his Life, and conſe- 
quently of his Hiſtory, and which were indeed fo 


notorious, as that the Jews themſelves, together with . 


the moſt Learned of the Ancient Infidels among the 
Pagans, ſuch as Jal:auand Celfus, acknowledged them, 
tho' they did not own the Power by whici he did 
them. However, I infift not now upon the miraculous 
Power by which he wroughthis Cures ; but only upon 
the Charity which he exerciſed therein, all the Mira- 
cles, which are aſcribed to him, being alſa-ſo many 
Inſtances of Kindneſs and Beneficence.,. 


More- 
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Moreover, he did good, like his heavenly Father, to 
all forts of Men, to the Evil and to the good. He did 
not deſpiſe or overiook any for their Poverty, or the 
Meanneſs of their Condition ; nay, for their Ignorance, 
or their paſt Fau'ts, 1f they were but willing to be in- 
ſtructed, and to emend for the future. He converſt 
with the worſt of Men; both thoſe that were eſteem'd 
ſo, and thoſe that really were ſo, as a Phylician with 
his Patients, in order to the curing their Spiritual Dif- 
eaſes. He particularly encouraged repenting Sinners, 
Luk 19.19 declaring often, that he came to ſeek and to fave that 

which was loſt. He appited himfelf firſt indeed to the loſs 

Mat.15-24. Sheep of the Houſe of Iſrael : But to ſhew that he did 

not intend to confine his Charity to the Fews only, he 

_ verſe 22, Extended it to the Samaritans, and to the Gentz/es alſo, 

Jon 4. as there was occaſion offered. 

w_— He readily laid hold of every Oportunity of being 

kind and uſeful, nay, he ſought Oportunities that he 

' might be ſo. He kindly received thoſe who came to 

J-13-iSc him privately for Information ; nor do we ever read, 

that he refuſed to give either Inſtruction or Relief to 

any one that ſeriouſly asked it of him. He did indeed at 

Mart"). 15. the firſt ſeem to deny the Woman of Canaan; but, as 

4 ** it appears, it wa: only to try her, and thereby to have 

an occaſion of doing what was moſt grateful to 

him, commending and encouraging her Faith. When 

Luk. 5-1% he was willing to retire, yet if the People followed and 

' *'” preſt upon him, his Compaſſion moved him to enter- 
tain them kindly, to teach, to heal], and to feed them. 

Nay, he did not always ſtay till he was ask'd ; but 

often prevented the miſerable, and ſav'd them the trou- 

ble of petitioning, by kindly offering his Aſfiſtance, 

whenever he beheld a compaſſtionable Obje&t, When 

Jok.s. 6,7. he beheld a poor Man lying at the Pool of Betheſda, 

infirm and helpleſs, knowing that he had laboured 

| under 
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under his Infirmity many Years, and had waited there 
a long time in vain, he asked him, Whether he would be. 
made whole ? and immediately reſtored his Strength to 
him ; and again finding him a little after in the Temple, 
he made his firft Kindneſs the Occaſion of a ſecond and 
a greater favour, admoniſhing him to improve the 


Bleffing he had received : Behold! faith he, thou art veiſe 14. 


made whole ; ſin no more, leſt a worſe thing come unto thee. 


His raiſing the Widow's Son, was another Inſtance of the Luk 7, 13. 


ſame kind, when his Goodneſs moved him to ſurpriz? 
the ſorrowful Mother with an unexpeRed Favour. 
Moreover, W hatſoever good he did, he didit freely, 
having no other Reward but the Satisfa&ion of doing 1c. 
Nay, he perſevered in doing good, in fpight of all the 
many Provocations he met with to the contrary. He 
did, as his Goſpel hath obliged. his Diſciples, Good 
for Evil, Even when his Enemies exerciſed the utmoſt 
of their Malice and Fury againſt him, he ceaſed not 
to pity and to pray for them. How pathetically did 


he expreſs himſelf towards Fersſalem, alittle before his - 


Suffering, declaring the deſire he had, and the Pains 


he had taken to preveat its ruin! O Jeruſalem, Jernfa- Ma.23.37: 


tem ! How often would I have gathered thy Children to- 
gether, even as a Hen pgathereth her Chickens unaer her 
H'ings, and yewould not ! Even when h2 was nailed to 
the Croſs, and felt the worſt that they couid do to him, 


he made the beſt Apology for them, that Charity Luk.23.34. 


could invent, with his dying Breath recommending 
thoſe that crucifie! him, to the Mercy of God. Nay, 
he died for them, who thus uſed him, as well as for 
taereſt of Mankind, who had grievoutly offended both 
his Father and him. And herein was Love, the grea- 
teſt that ever any other Man could be ſuppos'd to have. 


for his very beſt Friend; but Jeſus exercis'd it towards Joh.15.13. 
his Erzemies, Wwardcs ungodly Men. and Sinners, after Rom 5. 6, © 
which ?, I'S, 
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which I need not, nay, I cannot add any rhing, where. * 
by to ſet forth the unbounded and difintereſted Cha-. 
rity of our Saviour. . I proceed therefore to con- 
ider, 


VT. That ſpotleſs Purity, in which alſu our Lord made 
himſelf an Example to Meng by which I mean, that 
his Soul was not in the leaſt dehiled by dwelling in a 
Body of Fieſh, nor corrupted by converiing with ma- 
terial and fenfivie Obje&s 3 but the reafonable and 
the divine Life prevaild aiid triumph'd over the A- 
minal. 

They were but few of the Pleaſures of Senſe which 
he vouchſated to partake of, and thoſe alſo very fpa- 
ringly. He was fo wholly taken up with the Works 
of Piety and Charity above-mention'd, as to ſhew no 
other Regard for his Body, than what was abſolutely 
neceflary for the rendring it ſerviceable to his Mind, 
very often neglecting it, and denying it even its inno- 
cent and lawful Refreſhments, whilſt he was buſie in 

rack 2.20. 10 Affairs of his great Employment. He was fre- 
J-h. 4-5,7, quently expos'd to hunger, and thirſt, and wearineſs, 
3'z32> 3+: whil(t he went about preaching the Goſpel, and admi- 
niftring Help to the Needy. He had not ſometimes 

lcifure to cat his Bread, nor was he ſolicitous about 1t, 

having, as he told his Diſciples, Meat to eat, which 

they knew not of. He refus'd not indeed, when invited, 

to be preſent at Entertainments, and ſometimes accep- 

ted the Reſpect of being anointed with coſtly Oynt- 

ment ; but in neither of theſe Inſtances was there any 

thing juſtly liable to cenſure. He always made the 
Entertainment an Oportunity, not only of obliging 

ſuch as invited him,but moreover of diſcourting piouſly 

and uſefully to the Company there prefent, of which 

Cl we 
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we have diverſe remarkable Inſtances. In permit- LORgr 29, 
C wWap.14. 


nt (which ſeems to have been upon two diſtinct og 
Occaſions, and by two ſeveral Perſons) he aliow'd 9 ** 
in both Inſtances a Reſpect to be paid to him,which ,,,. .- 
was juſtly due, and very ſeaſonably paid; -and in Jh. 12. ; 
one of them particularly an Occaſion to be given for Eu*© 7-37 


ting himſelf to be anointed with a very coſtly Oint- 


recording the Repentance and the Gratitudue of a 
reclaimed Sinner, as an Example and Encourage- 
ment to future Generations. | 
Our Lord did not indeed withdraw from the 
World, as I have already oblerv'd, that he might 
place himſelf out of the reach of feniible Objects, by 
which Men are fo apt to be enſnared ; nor did he. 
that we read of, ule any unnatural and unconth 
{ethods for mortitying the Fleſh, nor exercile any 
of thoſe fooliſh Auſterities, for which ſome fanci. 
ful Relipioniſts have been famous ; (all which in 
Truth. looks either like a cowardly forſaking the 
Station which Providence hath afhgn'd us, in order 
to keep out of harms way, doing little or no good, 
in order to the doing no evil; orelfe like a vain 
Ambition to appear ſingular and extraordinary ; or 
ſeems at the beſt Lut the reſult of Ignorance and Su: 
perſtition :) but he preſerv'd himſelf innocent and 
pure, ( as we ought todo ) in Ways and Methods 
{uitable to the Condition of . Humane Nature, and 
the Delign of this preſent Life, always keeping his 
Body in that perf. Subje&icn to his Spirit, that it 
might be a ready Inſtrument either in doing or ſuf 
fering the Will of God.- And therefore, when by 
God's Will he: was expoſed not only to the” more 
tulerable Inconveniencies and Hardſhips--6f® Life, 


but to very grievous Sufferings alſo, he was- not re- 114.50. 5,5. 
C | 


bellious, 
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VII. 


John 6.15. 


Matth.2t. 
9, I6, 


John 8. 
4.9, 50, 


bellious, as the Prophet ſpeaks in his Name, _nezther 
turned he away back : but: gave h1s back to th: Smiters, . 
and his Cheeks to them that pluckd off the Hair ; he 
hid. not his Face from ſhame and ſpitting. As he- had- 
ſubdued his-Fleſh before, ſo rhen - he ſuffered n it, 
inſtructing us thereby zo arm our ſeive; with the ſame 
Mind, ceafing from ſin, and living the rejl of onr time 
21 the Fleſb, met to the. Luſts of Men, but to the Vl. 
of God. 


The next Inſtance I named, in whic' our bleſſed 
Saviour became an Example to us, was his profound 
Humility. 

I have already obſerv'd, That his voluntary aſ- 
fuming our- Nature, and ſubmitting to all the Cir- 
curmſtances with which his Incarnation was attend-. 
ed, were Inſtances of-a wonderful Condeſcenfion ; 
as likewiſe that in the more private = of his Life, 
he was an eminent Pattern of Humility : and when. 
he took upon him his Publick Employment, not- 
withſtanding the real Dignity of his Perſon, and the 
ſingular Nature of. his Commiſhon, yet his Temper 
and his- Carriage were not alter'd. He took no - 
worldly State upon him. He choſe for his immedi- 
ate Attendants, Men of the meaneſt Rank and Edu-- 
cation. He ever declin'd the Offers of Secular Pow- 
er and Honor. When he once accepted:the ReſpeCt- 
and Applauſes of the People, it was, as the Evan- 
geliſt obſerves, from: the Multitudes, and as himſelf- 
exprefſles it, out of the: Moath.of Babes and Sucklings,.. 


and this too not till he knew that the -time of- his 


leaving this World:drew.near. He honour d hu Fa-- 
ther, as he told the Jews, not ſeeking his own Glory ; 
ſo far from that, that he liv'd in thoſe Circumſtan- 
ces,. 
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ces, and continually did thoſe things, which he cer- 

tainly knew would , though unreaſonably , cauſe 

him to be deſpisd by that evil Generation, facrifi- 

cing his very Reputation to the Honour of God, and 

the Benefit of Mankind. When one call'd him,good Mat.rg.rz. 
Maſter, he replied, that no one was good, but God ; 

not thereby denying himſelf to be good, or that he 

was really God ; but making this Reply to one that 

ſpake to him 1n the Style, which the Jews usd to- 

wards their Do&ors , looking upon him as a meer 

Man, according to the Form, which he had taken 

upon him. He complied, as 1 took Notice before, 

with Inſtitutions which he had no need of, that he 

might be.an Example to others. He condeſcended 

to converſe with the meaneſt, and -the worſt of 

Men, that he might be uſeful to them. He madea 

general and an earneſt Invitation to Sinners, tocome, , | 
to him, if they were but touch'd with a Senſe of 20g 
their Sins, and were deſirous to be deliver'd from 

the Burden of them, aſſuring them fort their En- 
couragement, that he was lowly in Heart. His Di- 

ſciples marvelled, when they ſaw him talking with 

the Woman of Samaria, which he readily condeſcen- 199" 4- 27: 
ded to do for her Inſtruction. He took great No- 

tice, as I have obſerv'd, of the young Children which (917/713: 
were preſented to him, and teſtified an eſpecial Re- 
gard to all ſuch as ſhould be found liketo them, in 
implicity and humility of Temper, however little 

and inconfiderable they might appear in the Eyes of 

the World. He declar'd, that whoſoever ſhould do the at 1248+ 
Will of his heavenly Father, without any regard to his 
Quality or Circumſtances m the World, was to-him 

as his b:zs Brother, his Siſter, aud his Mother. To- 

wards his Diſciples he _ 4t not only as « Brother Luk.22.27. 
- and 
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VIII. 


z come to- him. 


and a Friend, but ſometimes alſo as a Servant. Nay, 
a little before he left th m, he took the Habit of a- 
Servant upon him, and waſhd their Feet; telling: 
them, that he, their Lord and Majter, did this, 16 
cive them an Example, that they might do like- 
wiſe. And again elſewhere, propoling himlelf as- 


*5- their Pattern, he declar'd, that the Son-of Man came- 
* rot to be najnifter'd unto, but to minifter, and to grve his 


Life a ranſom for many. And this indeed was the: 
greateſt Expreſſion and Teſtimony of Humility , 
that was poflible, that after having livd an hum: 
ble anda deſpis d Life, he ſhould ſubmit to an ac- 
curſed death, attended with the moſt 1gnominious 
Circumſtances ; thit he not only endar'd the pain 
of the Croſs, but deſpis'd the ſhame allo z that as he 
had made himſelf of no Reputation, by taking upon 
him the form of a Servant, being made in the likeneſs 
of Men; fo being found in faſhion as a Man, be 
yet farther humbled himſelf to the very loweſt de- 
gree, becoming obedient to Death, even the Death of 
the Croſs. 


The next Inſtance I nam'd was- our bleſſed Savi- 
our's great Meekneſs and Gentleneſs towards all- 
forts of Men. | 

This was the Natural Effet of his' Humility, and” 
therefore he joins his Meekyeſs and -Lowlineſs in 
Heavt, when he invites and\ encourages Sinners to 
It is cited by St. Matthew as a Pro- 
phecy which related to him, and which he exactly 
fulfill'd, that he ſhould not ftrive nor cry, neither ſhould 
atiy Man hear his Voice 1n the Streets ;- a bruiſed Reed 
he ſhould not break, nor quench the | ſmoaking Flax; im- 
porting, that by his meek and gentle behaviour - 

ſhoul 
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ſhould encourage & ſtrengthen the humble & weak- . 
hearted. He calls himſelf, for the ſame reaſon,the Good 19h 10-4 
Shepherd, becauſe of his tender Care towards ſuch, 

as ſhould come under his ſpecial Condud, Ac- 
cordingly he manag d © his Diſciples with- great 
tenderneſs, inſtructing them ( as I have obſerv'd ) 

as they were able to receive Inſtruction z--bearing 

with their Ignorance , and- Indiſpoſedneſs to un- 
derſtatid and remember [what he faid to them ; 
reproving them faithfully, but in moſt friendly - 
manner, uſually in ſuch ſoft Terms as theſe; Do yi. is. c,_ 
ye not yet underſiand, neither remember ? Why are- ye ch. 8 26 
fearful, O ye of little Faith ?: Nay, wheninthetime 

of his Agony he had detird three of them to 

watch with him, and they ſuffer'd themſelves to be 
overtaken with Sleep, he: only- ſaid, applying him- 

ſelf particularly to Peter, who had -expreſt the 
greateſt Confidence, What, could ye not watch with Ma.26.40, 
me one Hour ? Watch. and pray , that ye enter not 4": 

into Temptation. The Spirit indeed 1s willing : but the 

Fleſb 7s weak. | 


| But his. Meekneſs appear'd moſt eminently in 
his Carriage towards his Enemies, whilſt he ex- He 12: 3: 
dured the Contradiftion of Sinners againſt himſelf. 
When the Phariſees, the worſt of Men, 'reproach- 
ed and : upbraided 'thim for his: good; Works, ac- 
culing : him-:as -a prophane 'and looſe 'Man, nay; 
as an-Impoſtor , and a Magician , he often con» 
deſcended to argue the Cafe with them, giv- 
ing - them unanſwerable: Arguments , and - very 
mild Words, in his own |, Vindication, in--order ; .** Se 
if .poſkble .,,' to. have fatisfiedand;convinc'd them, 24. * 
BY of . 
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of which we have diverſe-obfervable Inftarices in 
the Evanglilſts. 

'Tis true, he did ſcmettmes take another Courſe 

with theſe Men , acculing and upbraiding them 

in a very ſevere. manner, telling them they were 

NMat-23-13, Hypocrites, "Fools 'and blind, an evil and an adulte- 

Mara2.29, rous Generation, - Serpents, and a Generation of Vi- 

\ Joh. 8. 44+ pers, - and finally: Ghildren of the Devil, which may 

ſeem - an + ObjeRion againſt the Meekneſs of his 

*Termper-and Behaviour, But if the Matter be 

' throughly conſidered, this admits of a very fair 

Account, and ſuch as is altogether conliſtent with 


what I have ſaid upon this Head. 


Suppofing the Scribes and Phariſees to have 
been of ſuch a Temper as the Hiſtory . of the 
Evangpeliſts repreſents them ( of which there can 
be no reaſon to doubt) there's nothing ſaid of them 
by our Saviour, but what was ſtrictly true. Malice 
and Hypocrifie mixt together make the very worſt 
Conſtitution, that humane Nature is capable of, 
which cannot be better repreſented, than by reſem- 
bling it to that of venemons Creatures, or accurſed 
Spirits, and is in truth ſoexquifitely bad, that hard- 
ly any thing bad enough can be ſaid of it. 'Tis true, 
after all this, it might not have become every pri- 
vate Man to have told them the truth fo openly, 
and fo phlainlyz and that partly for want of a cer- 
tain Knowledge of the inward Temper and Diſ- 
poſition of others ; and partly for want of a ſpe- 
cial Authority to rebake all ſorts -of Sinners with 
freedom :- but our bleſſed Saviour, who, as we be- 
lieve, thorowly knew the Hearts of Men, and was 
come 


© an Example of Meckneſe 


eome-into the World with a ſpecial and extraor- 
dinary Commiſſton from God , might well be al- 
low'd, to tell them their own, in the plaineft 
Terms, Fohn the Baptiſt, by Virtue of a Divine 


Commiſſion, did the like ; and much more might matth.z z. . 


He, whom St.. John acknowledged - to. be fo 
much Greater than himſelf, do it, Eſpecially if 
we add, That he had taken the gentler Courſe 
firſt, mildly arguing with them, with Great 
Strength of. Reaſon , as I have already obfer- 
ved.. yy 


To conclude this Particular ; Our Savidur's 
Meekneſs was then -moſt Conſpicuous,.. when he 
met. with the utmoſt perſonal Provocations : 
When one. of. his own Diſciples vilely- betray'd 
him, upon his -approaching. to give him the trai- 


terous Kiſs, he ſaid no more, but Friend, Where- Mut.25. go. 
fore art thou. come ?. And again, Judas, betrayeſt - 29g 
thou the Son of Man with a Kiſs ?* To the Chief © 


Prieſts, and Captains, . and. Elders , that came with 

Fudas, he addreſs d himſelf in this mild Language, 

Be ye come out as againſi a Thief , with Swords 

and Staves ?: When 1 was daily with you in the 

Temple, ye firetched forth no Hands againſt me: but: 
this is your Hour, and the Power of Darkneſs. Not. 
. one paſſionate or. indecent Exprefſion in all. this; 

nor when he was preſently after brought upon his - 
Tryalz nor under his Sufferings themſelves. . But - 
that leads me to another Inſtance, nearly allyed to - 
this. of.. Meeknels, 77z.. 


The. 
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Mat.25.63. 
Joh 18,23: 
Matth. 27. 
26, &C. 

AQ: 8, 32. 


Mat. 27.46. 
F ſal. 22. 1. 


EE 


The: Great Patience - of our Lord , under -the 


ſharpeſt Sufferings of various. kinds. 


That he quietly . underwent many Inconveni- 
encies and Hardſhips, through the Courſe of a 
mean and poor Life, may be- rather-call'd Con- 


. tentedneſs than Patience; that he. bore with the 
"Weakneſs of his Friends, and the perverſeneſs 


of his Enemies, during the ſpace of his Publick 


Miniſtry, may be properly reduc'd to the laſt 
Head of Meekneſs 3 but his Patience appear'd in 


his quietly ſuſteining thoſe ſevere Sufferings 
which  befel -him, both immediately before , and 
at his Crucifixion , during all which ,time, it is 
obſervable, that not one froward or impatient 
word, praceeded out of his Mouth. When he. 


ſtood. before; the Ccuncil , and, they laid many 


grievous things to his. Charge, which he Knew 
to be falſe, he held his peace. When an, Otficer in- 
ſolently ſtroke him, without any Order from the 
Council, he only faid, If I have ſpoken evil ; bear 
witneſs of the evil : But if well ; why ſmiteſt thou me? 
When Pilate order'd. him to. be {caurged. and. when, 
the Soldiers /pit upon b1m, mockt him, and abuſed. 
him in diverſe rude and infolent Ways, his. Pati- 
ence was ſtill invincible. He was after all led. as a. 
Sheep to the ſlaughter, and ihe a. Lamb dumb before his, 
Shearer, ſo opened - he not his Mouth, Upon. the. 
Crois indeed he once complain'd..; but .it was. .4n- 
the Words of a Prophetick Pſalm, indited long; 
before, for that very purpoſe, makigg his hum-- 
ble Application to G O D, as to Ore in whom 
he knew he had a ſure Intereſt, notwithſtanding 
the 


_ _ 
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the Severity of his Sutferings, in which Con- 
fidence he immediately after reigned his Spirit to 1%*2345- 
him. o 


And that which render'd this Patience of our 
Lord ſtill the more conſiderable was, that - he 
was ail this while conſcious of Perfe& Innocen- 
cy, and very ſenlible of the Injury done him by 
tnoſe who inflicted theſe Suffterings upon him. 
To this purpole St. Peter argues in this very 
Caſe, propoling our Lord , as a Pattern to us 
herein. Thzs, (fays he) # thank worthy, sf a Man Per. +. 
for Conſcience toward God endure Grief ſuffering wrong- *9' *© 
fully. For what Glory is it, zf when ye be buffeted 
for your Faults, ye take it patiently * But if, when 
Je do well and ſuffer for it, ye take it patzently ; 
this 1s acceptable with God. For even herennto were 
ye called , becauſe Chrift alſo ſuffer d for us, leaving 
us an Example, that ye ſhould follow his Steps ; 
Who did no ſin, nether was gnile found in his 
Mouth ; Who , when he was rveviled, reviled not 
again ; when he ſuffer d, he threatned not ; but 
committed himſelf to Him who judgeth righte- 


ouſly. 


I come now to the laſt Inſtance TI mention, 
wherein our bleſſed Saviour became our Exam- 
ple, and that was in a Trueand Sedate Courage, 
teſtified by an unſhaken Reſolution and Conſten- 
cy of Mind, 


R, 


Having 
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Joh. 6. 15, 


M2:.22-18. 


\ 
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_ Having fixd his End, he purſued it reſo- 
lutely, upon all Occaſions bearing up againſt 
whatſoever Temptation or Oppoſition he mer 


with in his way, 


I might begin with the Conſtancy which he 
ſhew'd in reſiſting. the Temptation of the Devil, 
when he affaulted him by ſeveral diflterent Me- 
thods, at his ſetting out upon his great Work, 
which to thoſe who are his Diſciples, is a Pat- 
tern to inſtru&t and encourage them, in with- 
ſtanding all the Attempts of their Spiritual and 
Inviſible Enemy : But I rather chuſfe to take No. 
tice of his Conftancy in reſiſting and overcom- 
ing all the Temptations he met with from Men, 
of which we have many Inſtances, which cannor 
be denyed by our Adverfaries themſelves. 


To this purpoſe 'tis obſervable, that he: was nei- 
ther affected with the Applauſes, nor impoſed 
upon by the Pretences,. nor diſcouraged by the 
Reproaches and Threatnings of thoſe he had to. 
do with. Sometimes nothing. woul:1 ſatisfie the. 
People, but to fet him. up immediately for a 
King ; but, becauſe he knew this was not agree-. 
able to the deſign of- his coming.. he declin'd the - 
Offer At other times, his Enemies would ſpeak. 
him fair, in. order to betray. him : But he dif. 
cerned their Hypocriſte- and Wrckedneſs, and would. 
give them no Advantage againſt him. For the 
moſt part they diſcovered their Hatred to him very. 


openly, ſo that he knew that he went 1n danger of 


his-. 


wy 
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his Life amongſt them : but neither did this de- 

ter him from purſuing his great Deſign. He Mar.14.13. 
withdrew indeed. upon Occaſion from one Place M$-56 
to another, to avoid their Fury : but he never 
deſerted his Work, or negle&ed the leaſt part of 
his Duty from fear 3 but was always employ'd 

in the great Buſineſs of his High Calling, where. 
ſoever he went. If an Occaſion of exerciling his 
Charity offer'd it felf, though upon a Sabbath- 
Day, and in the Preſence of the Phariſees, yet y,,. 
he laid hold of it, and did the thing which he 
certainly knew they would lay to his Charge, John 5. 
as a Crime. He would upon all fair Occaſions 32, %c- 
juſtifie himſelf to their Faces, owning who he was, => hy 
in ſuch Terms as they underſtood well enough.” _ 
He very often diſcoursd with his Diſciples of his ****2® 
Sufferings, as what he certainly foreknew and ex- 

pected; and when Peter would have tempted him 

to ſpare himſelf, he rebuked him more ſharply 

upon that, than ever he did upon any other Occa- 

ſion. When any of the Feſtivals requir'd his Pre- | Pg 
ſence at Jeruſalem, he went thither, tho' he knew neg: 
that they ſought his Life ; nay, he went to the Tem- 

ple, and taught publickly in the midſt of their 

moſt ſolemn Afemblies, ſo that ſome of them ſaid 

upon that Occaſion, Is not this he, whom the Fews 

ſeek to kill ? But lo, he ſpeaketh boldly, and they ſay 

wothing to him ! Do the Ralers kuow indeed , that 

this 1s the very Chriſt ? But: moſt remarkably did 

he do this at his laſt Paſſover, when his Diſci- Job. ur: 7, 
ples, - apprehenſive of the Jews Defigns againſt © ® 
him, would have deterrd him from going up , 

but could not prevail. As he was going up with 

# D 2 them, 


I 2:19. 
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Mac.20.18, them; he: told them , plainly and very particu: 
_” larly, the Things which ſhould befal him ar Je- 
ruſalem, yet he enter'd into the City in a more 
Joh-12,12. Pnblick and Solemn Manner , than he had ever 
done before z and altho' he went in the Evenings 
"2117: to lodge at Bethany , yet he return'd in the Morr- 
| ing to Jeruſalem, where he continued to con- 
= freely and openly, till he was apprehen- 

ded. 


A little before he was ſeiz'd, he entertained 

a: long and particular Diſcourſe with his Ditc:- 

Jon-13.14* ples, taking his folemn Leave of them, and in- 

*5- 15: ftructing and comforting them, with Reſpe& to. 

his Abſence from them. When his Diſcourſe was 

finiſhid , and he had recommended himſelf and 

chap. 17. them to God by Prayer, he went with them di- 

re&ly to the Garden, there expecting the Traitor 

Fudas,who knew the Place, as being, that to whictr 

Feſus was wont to reſort with his Diſciples. When 

ver-7, 8:5 he was come thither, he met the Officers that 

were ſent to take him, and told them, that He 

was the Perſon whom they look'd for, by that 

means giving his Diſciples an Oportunity - to 

make their Efcape. When he was: brought firſt 

$.2*5 before the Chief Prieft and Council , and after- 

&.27. 11, wards before Pilate , he was ſo far from a cow- 

iTim.6.13 ardly Tergtverſation, that with great Reſolution 

and Conftancy ef Mind, he own'd himſelf ro 'be 

what he was, and when they wanted Evidence to 

convict bim, gave them an Oportunity of doing 

it out of his own Mouth, witneſ/ing, as. St. Panl 
exprefles-it, a.good Conje//ion, x We | 

And 


Joh.18.1,2 
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And as the certain and near Proſpect ' of | his 
Sufferings could not diſcourage him from thus go- 
ing on, to meet and face-them z ſo neither did the 
feeling of them, when they were the moſt ſharp 
and ſevere, weaken his Reſo!ution, or- break.the 
firmneſs of his Spirtt. 


'Tis true, that both in his Agony in the Gar- 
den (as I before obſerv d) and likewiſe whilſt he 
was upon the Croſs, he diſcover'd -a very - quick 
Senſe of his Sufferings, and ſuch as ſome of the 
Adverſaries of Chriſtianity have urged as a-plau- 
ſible Argument, that. our- Saviour wanted that - 
Courage and Firmnels of Spirit, which-I. have. a- 
ſcribed to him. But in this. they-betray as much 
Tenorance as Malice, and- plainly ſhew that they 
not only are deftitute of a Spiritual and Divine 
Senſe, but that they want alſo a juſt Idea of . the 
Frame of Humane Nature- 


The Virtae of Conrage cannot - confilt in the 
Strength and Vigor of- the Animal - Spirits ; nor 
in an obſtinate Reſolution not to complain,. or 
ſeem at all ſenfible of- Sufferings. On- the con- 
trary. the moſt excellent Conſtitution,. particularly 
to the - Purpoſes of Virtue and Piety , is un- 
doubtedly-that- which is moſt-tender and . ſenſible; 
and- ſuch a- Conſtitution we may- therefore rea- 
fonably preſume our Saviour's to:have been, which 
as.it would neceflarily--occafion a very. quick 
Senſe both of the Pain and the Ignominy he. was 
Expoſed to, ſo there was in: his Caſe alſo a Con- 
CUrrence. 
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currence of many other Circumſtances, whereby _ 
this Senſe would: be heighten'd. He, whom we 
Chriſtians believe to have been the Son of God, 
and to have ſuffered; for the Sins of Men, in order 
to the making Expiation for them, muſt neceſ- 
ſarily have had a deep Senſe of the Diſpleaſure 
of his heavenly Father, on Account of the Apo- 
ſtacy of Mankind ; as alſo of the heinous Evil 
. of Sin, and all the Miſery to which it had ex- 
pos'd the Children of Men. He muſt have been 
farther ſtrongly affeted with the difingenuity and 
baſeneſs of thoſe Men by whom he was thus vile- 
ly and: cruelly treated, and from thence conſide- ' 
red the Difficulty of recovering Sinners to God, and 
the Miſery to which a great Part of Mankind 
would through their awn Perverſeneſs ſtill ex- 
poſe themſelves, notwithſtanding all he did and. 
ſuffered for them. He was wiſe and good enough, 
poſſeſs'd with ſuch an ardent Love both to God and 
Man, as to be deeply touch'd with theſe and many 
other ſuch like Apprehenſions, which may not 
-perhaps duly affe& us, through our Ignorance, in- 
confiderateneſs and narrowneſs of Spirit, And 
after all, he might be left by Ged to feel as much 
from all theſe Circumſtances concurring, as inno- 
cent Humane Nature is capable of feeling, that 
by this Means his Sufferings might be ſo: much - 
the more conſiderable and valuabe, to the Ends 
for which they were deſigned. And I doubtnot, 
/but whoſoever has good Nature and Religion e- 
nough tobe in ariy meaſure touch'd with theſe 
Conliderations, will readily acknowledge, that as 
our Saviour's Sufferings were much greater than 
| thoſe 


an Example of C onflancy. 


thoſe of any other Man upon Earth, ſo his Senſe 


of them was very well conſiftent with True , 


Courage and Firmneſs of Spirit z; ſince notwith- 
ſtanding all their aggravating Circumſtances, he 
perſiſted to the laſt in a ſubmiſſive Reſignation of 
himſelf to the Will of God. 

To conclude this Particular ; As from the be- 


ginning of his Sufferings to the end , he utter'd: 


nothing unbecoming his Character, ſo whilſt he 
hang upon the Croſs, and his Pain and Grief muſt 
be ſuppoſed moſt exquiſite, he ſaid diverſe things, 
which ſhewed both the Clearneſs of his Apprehen- 
ſion, and the firmneſs of his Mind at that time. 
He expreſt a tender Regard to his Mother, the 


bleſſed Virgin, committing her to the Care of his Joh.r9.25:: 
beloved Diſciple ; he kindly apologized and pray'd bk-23:34- - 
for. his Enemies 3 he comforted the Penitent Ma- ; "rn 28,” 
lefactor 3 and when he knew that all things were 29.39: 


accompliſhed, ſaving one Prophecy, of their g:vimg 
him Vinegar to arink,, he gave an Occaſion for offer- 
ing it, and when he had received it, he declared, 
that it was finiſhed, and commending his Spirit to his 
heavenly Father, he bowed his Head, and gave up the 


Ghofs, remaining thus conſtant and unalterable to . 


the laſt, and conquering even by dying. 


And thus I have gone through what I propoſed, 
. briefly pointing at ſeveral Inſtances, in which our 


bleſſed : Saviour hath given us an Example,. and of 
which the Evangeliſts have given us a more full and: 


particular Narrative z whoſe Writings upon this 
Account deſerve our moſt ſerious and impartial per- 
uſual, as deſcribing to us, ina plain, ſimple, and un- 
, affeRed Style,a Life to which there is nothing com- 


parable - 
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parable, in the moſt learned -and renowned Hiſtori- 
ans; a Life which none but the Son of. God could 
have lived, and which none but thoſe who conyer- 


fed with him, or wereendued in ſom? mealure with 
his Spirit, could have written, as the Evangeliſts 


have done. Had our Saviour been no greater a 
Perſon, than the Adverſaries of Chriſtianity fup- 
poſe. him; and had the Evangeliſts been furniſh'd 
with no greater Abilities than their Education had 
given them, we could not poſſibly have had from 
them, ſuch fair Characters of True Goodneſs, of 
Solid Piety and Virtue of all Kinds, without the 
leaft Defe&.or Mixture, as we read 1a the Goſpels. 


.I ſhall concludethis Diſcourſe with admoniſhing 
my felt, .and all tha: hear me, of the mighty Obli- 


gation this Examplelays upon all the profefled Diſci- 
ples of Fefis. It is the Example of him whom we 
:call our Lordand Maſter, who took our Nature upon 


him, that he-might not only teach, but ſhew us how 


to live,and who hath engaged us in the higheſt man- 


ner,by living and dying for our ſakes *Tis,in a word, 
the Example of God, when he became May, that he 
might reſtore us to the Image and the Favour of God. 


Then, and then only ſhall we repreſent him truly 
to the World, when we become like to him in our 
Tempers and our Practices z by this Means we may 
bope to convince Unbelievers, -and to procure that 
Efteem and Hononr to the Name of our Lord, which 
15 due from all Mankind. 
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